Excerpts from Experience and Education, by John Dewey. Collier Books. 1963.
“The principle of continuity in its educational application means, nevertheless,
that the future has to be taken into account at every stage of the educational
process. This idea is easily misunderstood and is badly distorted in traditional
education. Its assumption is, that by acquiring certain skills and by learning
certain subjects which would be needed later (perhaps in college or perhaps in
adult life) pupils are as a matter of course made ready for the needs and
circumstances of the future. Now ‘preparation’ is a treacherous idea…. [I]t is a
mistake to suppose that the mere acquisition of a certain amount of arithmetic,
geography, history, etc., which is taught and studied because it may be useful at
some time in the future, has this effect, and it is a mistake to suppose that
acquisition of skills in reading and figuring will automatically constitute
preparation for their right and effective use under conditions very unlike those in
which they were acquired.” Page 47

“What, then, is the true meaning of preparation in the educational scheme? In
the first place, it means that a person, young or old, gets out of his present
experience all that there is in it for him at the time in which he has it. When
preparation is made the controlling end, then the potentialities of the present are
sacrificed to a suppositious future. When this happens, the actual preparation for
the future is missed or distorted. The ideal of using the present simply to get
ready for the future contradicts itself. It omits, and even shuts out, the very
conditions by which a person can be prepared for his future. We always live at the
time we live and not at some other time, and only by extracting at each present
time the full meaning of each present experience are we prepared for doing the
same thing in the future. This is the only preparation which in the long run
amounts to anything.” Page 49

